The prayers are prepared locally for each
occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.

Uplifted by the promised hope of heal-
ing and resurrection, we join the peo-
ple of God in all times and places in
praying for the church, the world, and
all who are in need.

A brief silence.

O God, call your people to be one, as
you are one. Unite your church in the
truth of your gospel, the love of our
neighbor, and the call to proclaim your
reign to all people. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Breathe life into your creation. Guide
your people as we explore the myster-
ies of the universe. We pray for the work
of scientists and mathematicians whose
skill enriches our understanding (like
Nicholas Copernicus and Leonard Euler,
whom the church commemorates today).
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Make your justice known among the
nations of the earth. Protect the vul-
nerable (especially in nations currently in
crisis). Redirect those who use violence
and greed as weapons. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Come to the aid of your children. We
pray for those engulfed in grief, those
without supportive families, and for all
who are isolated, powerless, or afraid,
that all may rest their anxieties in your
care. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Give courage to all who embark on
new ventures. We especially remember
this day those who risked their lives to
serve in our armed forces. Grant safety
to those serving at home or abroad,
and assure them of your never-failing
strength. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Raise all your saints to eternal life.
Until that day, we give you thanks for
the faithful examples of those who have
listened to your voice and now rest in
you. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

With bold confidence in your love, al-
mighty God, we place all for whom we
pray into your eternal care; through
Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather with the disciples in the upper room,
waiting for the Spirit to transform the church around the world. In today’s gospel Jesus prays
Jor his followers and for their mission in his name. Amid religious, social, and economic divi-
sions, we seek the unity that Jesus had with his Father. Made one in baptism, we go forth to
live our faith in the world, eager for the unity that God intends for the whole human Sfamily.

Monday Psalm 99. Tuesday 1 Peter 4:7-11. Wednesday (commemoration of John Calvin, renewer of
the church, died 1564) 1 Kings 8:54-65. Thursday Psalm 33:12-22. Friday (commemoration of Jifi
Tranovsky, hymnwriter, died 1637) Romans 8:14-17. Saturday (Vigil of Pentecost) Romans 8:14-17, 22-27.
Day of Pentecost Acts 2:1-21 or Numbers 11:24-30; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 or Acts
2:1-21; John 20:19-23 or John 7:37-39.
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O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right
hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world
may be drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Acts 1:6-14

Today’s reading is part of the introduction to the narrative of the outpouring of the Spirit on
Pentecost. These verses tell of the risen Lord’s conversation with his disciples on the eve of his
ascension, in which he promises that they will receive the power of the Holy Spirit.

When [the apostles] had come to-
gether, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is
this the time when you will restore the
kingdom to Israel?” "He replied, “It is
not for you to know the times or peri-
ods that the Father has set by his own
authority. *But you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth.” *When
he had said this, as they were watch-
ing, he was lifted up, and a cloud took
him out of their sight. ?While he was
going and they were gazing up toward
heaven, suddenly two men in white
robes stood by them. "They said, “Men
of Galilee, why do you stand looking

up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has
been taken up from you into heaven,
will come in the same way as you saw
him go into heaven.”

Then they returned to Jerusalem
from the mount called Olivet, which is
near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey
away. "When they had entered the city,
they went to the room upstairs where
they were staying, Peter, and John,
and James, and Andrew, Philip and
Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew,
James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the
Zealot, and Judas son of James. “All
these were constantly devoting them-
selves to prayer, together with certain
women, including Mary the mother of
Jesus, as well as his brothers.



