The prayers are prepared locally for each
occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.

Uplifted by the promised hope of heal-
ing and resurrection, we join the peo-
ple of God in all times and places in
praying for the church, the world, and
all who are in need.

A brief silence.

For those whose hearts are fervent with
love for your gospel, that they are em-
powered to tell the story of your love in
their lives and to show hospitality in re-
sponse to this love. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

For the diverse natural world: for jun-
gles, prairies, forests, valleys, moun-
tains, and for all the wild and endan-
gered animals who call these spaces
home, that they are nurtured and pro-
tected. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

For broken systems we have inherited
and that we continue to perpetuate, for-
give us. Restrain the nations from fight-
ing over limited resources. Redeem us
from the cycles of scarcity and violence.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

For all who call upon your healing
name, give rest. Stay with us, and walk
with all those who are hungry, friend-
less, despairing, and desiring healing
in body and spirit (especially). Lord, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

For the faith forming ministries of this
church. For those preparing for bap-
tism, first communion, confirmation,
and membership (especially). For those
who participate in Sunday school and
adult education; guide and inspire
learners of every age and ability. Lord,
in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Create in our hearts a yearning to rest
in your promise of eternal and resur-
rected life. Give us thankful hearts for
those who have died, even as we look
forward to the hope of new life with
you. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

With bold confidence in your love, al-
mighty God, we place all for whom we
pray into your eternal care; through
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Third Sunday of Easter
April 26, 2020

Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, overcome with sadness, loss, and
disappointment. They had hoped Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one to redeem Israel!
Yet the risen Christ walks with them and then opens their eyes in the breaking of the bread.
Each Sunday our hearts burn within us as the scriptures are proclaimed and Christ appears
to us as bread is broken and wine is poured. The story of Emmaus becomes the pattern of our

worship each Lord’s day.

O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of bread.
Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Acts 2:14a, 36-41

Today’s reading is the conclusion of Peter’s sermon preached following the giving of the Holy
Spirit to the apostles on the day of Pentecost. The center of his preaching is the bold declaration
that God has made the crucified Jesus both Lord and Christ.

Peter, standing with the eleven, raised
his voice and addressed [the crowd]:

%6“Let the entire house of Israel know
with certainty that God has made him
both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom
you crucified.”

*’Now when they heard this, they
were cut to the heart and said to Peter
and to the other apostles, “Brothers,
what should we do?” *¥Peter said to
them, “Repent, and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ

so that your sins may be forgiven; and
you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. *For the promise is for you, for
your children, and for all who are far
away, everyone whom the Lord our God
calls to him.” **And he testified with
many other arguments and exhorted
them, saying, “Save yourselves from this
corrupt generation.” So those who wel-
comed his message were baptized, and
that day about three thousand persons
were added.

Monday Psalm 134. Tuesday 1 Peter 2:1-3. Wednesday (commemoration of Catherine of Siena, theolo-
gian, died 1380) Exodus 24:1-11. Thursday Psalm 23. Friday (Philip and James, Apostles) John 14:8-14.
Saturday (commemoration of Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, died 373) Ezekiel 34:1-16. Fourth
Sunday of Easter Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 23; 1 Peter 2:19-25; John 10:1-10.
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