The prayers are prepared locally for each
occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.

Uplifted by the promised hope of
healing and resurrection, we join the
people of God in all times and places
in praying for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

Abiding God, you have revealed your-
self to us in the form of your Son,
Jesus Christ. Embolden your church,
as your followers, to reveal your love
to everyone in our speaking and in
our living. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You are the creator of heaven and
earth. Revitalize the health of oceans,
rivers, lakes, springs, glaciers, and
other bodies of water that give life to
your creatures (local bodies of water may
be named). Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You call all people of the world your
children. Judge the nations justly,
show mercy to the oppressed, and
speak truth to power through your
prophets. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You come near to us when we are lost,
and you hear our distress. We pray for
those who suffer in any way (especial-
ly). Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Your commands are good and merci-
ful. Give us courage to take hold of
our baptismal promises to work for
justice, advocate for the voiceless, and
free the oppressed and imprisoned in
body, mind, or spirit. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

You remain with us always, O God,
and your kingdom has no end. We re-
member the saints who have gone be-
fore us (especially). Unite us forever in
your final victory over death. Lord, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

With bold confidence in your love, al-
mighty God, we place all for whom we
pray into your eternal care; through
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 17, 2020

Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus comes to abide with
his disciples of every generation. As Pentecost draws near, we are reminded that the risen
Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We receive this Spirit in baptism and pray that
in our gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit will transform us to be the body of the
risen Christ in the world.

Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on
earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give
to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,

Monday (commemoration of Erik, King of Sweden, martyr, died 1160) Psalm 93. Tuesday 1 Peter 3:8-12.
Wednesday John 16:16-24. Thursday (Ascension of Our Lord; commemoration of Helena, mother
of Constantine, died around 330) Luke 24:44-53. Friday Ephesians 2:1-7. Saturday 2 Kings 2:13-15.
Seventh Sunday of Easter (commemoration of Nicolaus Copernicus, died 1543; Leonhard Euler, died
1783; scientists) Acts 1:6-14; Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35; 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11; John 17:1-11.
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now and forever. Amen.

Acts 17:22-31

In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who know noth-
ing of either Jewish or Christian tradition. He proclaims that the “unknown god” whom
they worship is the true Lord of heaven and earth who will judge the world with justice
through Jesus, whom God has raised from the dead.

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus
and said, “Athenians, I see how ex-
tremely religious you are in every
way. ®For as I went through the city
and looked carefully at the objects of
your worship, I found among them an
altar with the inscription, ‘To an un-
known god.” What therefore you wor-
ship as unknown, this I proclaim to
you. #*The God who made the world
and everything in it, he who is Lord
of heaven and earth, does not live
in shrines made by human hands,
¥nor is he served by human hands,
as though he needed anything, since
he himself gives to all mortals life
and breath and all things. ** From
one ancestor he made all nations to
inhabit the whole earth, and he allot-
ted the times of their existence and
the boundaries of the places where

they would live, #’so that they would
search for God and perhaps grope for
him and find him—though indeed he
is not far from each one of us. *For
‘In him we live and move and have
our being’; as even some of your own
poets have said,

‘For we too are his offspring.’
#Since we are God’s offspring, we
ought not to think that the deity is
like gold, or silver, or stone, an image
formed by the art and imagination of
mortals. **While God has overlooked
the times of human ignorance, now
he commands all people everywhere
to repent, *'because he has fixed a
day on which he will have the world
judged in righteousness by a man
whom he has appointed, and of this
he has given assurance to all by rais-
ing him from the dead.”



