Prayers of Intercession

The prayers are prepared locally for each Leading God, you ask us to make uneven
occasion. The following examples may be ground smooth. Make even the dispari-
adapted or used as appropriate. ties between your people. Sustain and
support people with physical and intel-
God of power and might, comfort your lectual disabilities. Accompany disability
people and come quickly to this weary advocates who work for a world accessible
world. Hear our prayers for everyone in (o all. Teach us to celebrate the great di-
need. versity in our midst. Hear us, O God.
) Your mercy is great.
A brief silence.

o L Tender God, you know sorrow and joy
Fz}x[llf}ll qu, you teach us Lo wait foryou  4like. We pray for those in our families
with Iaithfulne$ and patience. Sustain =, 4 congregation who are not joyful
and support us in our doubts and ques- i} l{()liday season. Comfort those
tions. Nurture our faith as we discern and ~ }, grieve, be a companion to all who
enact your mission. Hear us, O God. .
Your mercy is great.

are lonely, tend those who are sick or
strugg Imq with depression, and gather all

. . . people in your healing embrace. Hear us,
Loving God, you set the stars in the sky ¢ 54

and breathe life into the earth. Renew
the face of creation where it is in need
of your healing touch. Mend the wounds  pere other intercessions may be offered.

of environmental damage and restore

balance to ecosystems so that all creation  Eternal God, we give thanks for the
can declare your praise. Hear us, O God.  ¢3ints who have p?epared your way in
Your mercy is great. the wilderness and taught us to contin-
ue their faithful work (especially Nicholas
of Myra). Make their generous lives an
example for all. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Your mercy is great.

Steadfast God, you never tire of seek-
ing justice. Where people suffer from
discrimination, judgment, and injus-
tice, speak words of truth and comfort.
We pray especially for . .. (current local,  Draw near to us, O God, and receive our
national, or international issues of peace or prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus
Justice may be named). Lead us toward a  Christ our Lord.

world where faithfulness will sprout un-  Amen.

derfoot and righteousness rain down

from above. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Preparing for Next Week

Monday (commemoration of Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, 397) Psalm 27. Tuesday Isaiah 4:2-6. Wednesday
Luke 1:5-17. Thursday Psalm 126. Friday Philippians 3:12-16. Saturday Habakkuk 3:13-19. Third Sunday
of Advent (commemoration of Lucy, martyr, 304) Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126 or Luke 1:46b-55;
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28.
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Celebrate

Second Sunday of Advent
December 6, 2020

John calls people to repent, to clear the decks, to completely reorder their lives so that nothing

gets in the way of the Lord’s coming. The reading from Isaiah gives the context for this radical
call: the assurance of forgiveness that encourages us to repenk the promise that the coming
one will be gentle with the little ones. Isaiah ((lllc us (1[1 (o be heralds with_John, to lift up our
voices fearlessly and say, “See, your God is coming!”™ We say it to one another in worship, in

order to say it with our lives in a world in need ()[/1(\!1((' and peace.

Prayer of the Day

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming
strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading

Isaiah 40:1-11

In grand, f[lowing, poetic lines, the prophet announces that the exile of God’s people in
Babylon is over. God will deliver Israel and will care for her as a shepherd cares Jfor the sheep.
This word can be trusted, because the only enduring reality in life is the word of God.

Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God.
*Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that she has served her term,
that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the LORD’s
hand
double for all her sins.

*A voice cries out:
“In the wilderness prepare the way
of the LorD,
make straight in the desert a
highway for our God.
‘Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be
made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
*Then the glory of the LorDp shall be
revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LorD has
spoken.”

°A voice says, “Cry out!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All people are grass,
their constancy is like the flower of
the field.
"The grass withers, the flower fadecs,
when the breath of the LorD blows
upon it;
surely the people are grass.
%The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of our God will stand
forever.
’Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Here is your God!”
"See, the Lord GOD comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
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